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Book 
The Beginnings of Islamic Law: Late Antique Islamicate Legal Traditions. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
2016. 

2017 American Academy of Religion Award for Excellence in the Study of Religion, Textual Studies 
interviews:  New Books Network Podcast and AAR Religious Studies News 

Edited book 
Salaymeh, Lena, Yosef Schwartz, and Galili Shahar, eds. Der Orient: Imaginationen in deutscher Sprache, Tel Aviver 
Jahrbuch für deutsche Geschichte 45. Göttingen: Wallstein Verlag; Minerva Institut für deutsche Geschichte 
Universität Tel Aviv, 2017. 

Articles 
“Decolonial translation: destabilizing coloniality in secular translations of Islamic law.” Journal of Islamic Ethics 5 
(2021): 250-77. 

“Comparing Islamic and international laws of war: orthodoxy, heresy, and secularization in the category of civilians.” 
American Journal of Comparative Law, 69:1 (2021): 136-167.  

“Religion is secularized tradition: Jewish and Muslim circumcisions in Germany.” with Shai Lavi in Oxford Journal of 
Legal Studies 41:2 (2021): 431-58. 

“Traduction décoloniale : contre la colonialité dans la conversion séculière du droit islamique en ‘charia’ 
Clio@Themis, 20:1 (2021)  

“Kolonialistisch feminisme, moslimvrouwen en islamitisch recht.” translated by Maaike Voorhoeve, ZemZem 1 
(2020): 26-36. 

 “Imperialist feminism and Islamic law.” Hawwa, Journal of Women of the Middle East and the Islamic World 17:2-3 
(2019): 97-134. (symposium issue edited by Hocine Benkheira)  

“Taxing citizens: socio-legal constructions of late antique Muslim identity.” Islamic Law and Society 23:4 (2016): 333-
67.  

“Tunisia’s ‘revolutionary’ lawyers: political mobilization and professional autonomy.” with Eric Gobe, Law & Social 
Inquiry 41:2 (2016): 311-345.  

“’Comparing’ Jewish and Islamic legal traditions: between disciplinarity and critical historical jurisprudence.” Critical 
Analysis of Law, New Historical Jurisprudence, 2:1 (2015): 153-172.  

“Every law tells a story: orthodox divorce in Jewish and Islamic legal histories.” UC Irvine Law Review 4:1 (2014): 19-
63. 

“Commodifying ‘Islamic law’ in the U.S. legal academy.” Journal of Legal Education 63:4 (May 2014): 640-646. 

“Early Islamic legal-historical precedents: prisoners of war.” Law and History Review 26:3 (2008): 521-544.  

Book chapters 

“The ‘good Orientalists’” in What is western about the west, edited by Sebastian Dorsch, Holt Meyer, and Sergey 
Sistiaga. DeGruyter, forthcoming. 

“Secularism.” with Shai Lavi In Key Concepts in the Study of Antisemitism, edited by Sol Goldberg, Scott Ury and Kalman 
Weiser. Palgrave Critical Studies of Antisemitism and Racism, 257-71: Palgrave Macmillan, 2021. 
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http://rsn.aarweb.org/articles/lena-salaymeh-critiques-and-new-directions-studying-islamic-legal-traditions
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“Women and Islamic law: decolonizing colonialist feminism.” Chap. 20 In Routledge Handbook of Islam and Gender, 
edited by Justine Howe, 310-17: Routledge, 2020. 

“Legal traditions of the ‘Near East’: the pre-Islamic context” in Routledge Handbook of Islamic law, edited by Abou El 
Fadl, Ahmad, and Hassan, 275-285. New York: Routledge, 2019. 

“Goldziher dans le rôle du bon orientaliste. Les méthodes de l’impérialisme intellectuel.” In The Territories of 
Philosophy in Modern Historiography, edited by Catherine König-Pralong, Mario Meliadò and Zornitsa Radeva, 89-
103. Turnhout: Brepols Publishers, 2019.

“Historical research on Islamic law.” in The Oxford Handbook of Legal History, edited by Markus D. Dubber and 
Christopher Tomlins, 757-776. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2018. 

“Deutscher Orientalismus und Identitätspolitik: Das Beispiel Ignaz Goldziher.” In Der Orient: Imaginationen in 
deutscher Sprache, edited by Lena Salaymeh, Yosef Schwartz and Galili Shahar. Tel Aviver Jahrbuch für deutsche 
Geschichte 45, 140-57. Göttingen: Wallstein Verlag; Minerva Institut für deutsche Geschichte Universität Tel Aviv, 
2017. 

“Temporalities of marriage: medieval Jewish and Islamic legal debates.” with Zvi Septimus, in Talmudic transgressions: 
engaging the work of Daniel Boyarin, edited by Charlotte Fonrobert, Ishay Rosen-Zvi, Aharon Shemesh and Moulie 
Vidas, 201-39. Leiden: Brill, 2017. 

“Juvenile justice in Muslim-majority states.” Chap. 6 In Juvenile justice in global perspective, edited by Franklin E. 
Zimring, Maximo Langer and David S. Tanenhaus, 249-87. New York: NYU Press, 2015. 

“Women in the Middle East: 19th-21st centuries.” with Ira M. Lapidus in A history of Islamic societies, 652-666. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2014. 

“Ottoman law.” with Ira M. Lapidus in Islamic societies to the nineteenth century: a global history, 441-442. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012. (republished in A history of Islamic societies, 342-343. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2014.) 

“Scripturalism: Quran, hadith, and law.” with Ira M. Lapidus in Islamic societies to the nineteenth century: a global 
history, 154-167. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012. (republished in A history of Islamic societies, 124-133. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2014.) 

“Women and family in the Ottoman era.” with Ira M. Lapidus in Islamic societies to the nineteenth century: a global 
history, 462-467. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012. (republished in A history of Islamic societies, 358-362. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2014.) 

“Women and family.” with Ira M. Lapidus in Islamic societies to the nineteenth century: a global history, 181-190. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012. (republished in A history of Islamic societies, 144-149. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2014.) 

“Women and family: ideology versus reality.” with Ira M. Lapidus in Islamic societies to the nineteenth century: a 
global history, 264-271. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012. (republished in A history of Islamic societies, 
208-212. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2014.)

“Women, family, and society.” with Ira M. Lapidus in Islamic societies to the nineteenth century: a global history, 19-
23. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012. (republished in A history of Islamic societies, 16-20. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2014.)

Encyclopedia entries 

“Islamic Law.” In The International Encyclopedia of Social and Behavioral Sciences, edited by James D. Wright, 746-
53.
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“Middle Eastern and North African Legal Traditions.” In The International Encyclopedia of Social and Behavioral 
Sciences, edited by James D. Wright, 360-68. Oxford: Elsevier, 2015. 

“Geonic law” in the Oxford Encyclopedia of the Bible and Law, Oxford University Press, 2014. 

“Courts.” in The Oxford Encyclopedia of Islam and women, edited by Natana J. DeLong-Bas, 581-583. Oxford; New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2013. (link) 

Reviews (invited) 
“Between scholarship and polemic in Judeo-Islamic studies.” Islam and Christian–Muslim Relations 24:3 (2013): 407-
418. (peer reviewed; link)

Review of Amy Singer, Charity in Islamic Societies (New York, Cambridge University Press, 2008) Journal of 
Interdisciplinary History 40:4 (2010): 640-642. (link) 

Essays and short pieces 
“The eurocentrism of secularism.” West Windows 26. (14 September 2020) (link) 

“The limits of law: approaches” Legal History Blog (June 6, 2019) (link) 

“ � ق��  Nuhūḍ (March 26, 2019) (link) ”حولَ انتقاد المصادر التار�خ�ة الإسلام�ة ومفهوم التار�ــــخ عند المس���

“A genealogy of Islamic law: a critical approach to late antique Islamic legal history” Mizan (March 23, 2017) (link) 

“A book about the beginnings of Islamic law has its own story of beginning” Cambridge Core blog (December 12, 
2016) (link) 

“Donald Trump’s ‘sharia law’ boogeyman is more Islamophobia” Informed Comment (September 8, 2016) (link) 

“Propaganda, politics, and profiteering: Islamic law in the contemporary U.S.” Jadaliyya (September 29, 2014) (link) 

“On taqiyyah (dissimulation)” Islawmix (October 14, 2013) (link) 

“Babylonian Talmud, Yoma 18b and Yevamot 37b: is this temporary marriage?” with Zvi Septimus, The Talmud Blog 
(July 31, 2012) (link) 

“Thoughts on near eastern legal culture” The Talmud Blog (September 19, 2011) (link) 

“Normative demands of Islamic studies scholarship” The Immanent Frame (August 18, 2011) (link) 

“The politics of inaccuracy and a case for ‘Islamic law’” The Immanent Frame (July 7, 2011) (link) 

CURRENT WRITING PROJECTS 
Divine law in the Islamic tradition (book) 

Thinking critically about Islam and Islamic law (book) 

Revolutionary Islamic law (book) 
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http://www.mizanproject.org/a-genealogy-of-islamic-law/
http://blog.journals.cambridge.org/2016/12/12/a-book-about-the-beginnings-of-islamic-law-has-its-own-story-of-beginning/
http://www.juancole.com/2016/09/donald-bogeyman-islamophobia.html
http://www.jadaliyya.com/pages/index/19408/propaganda-politics-and-profiteering_islamic-law-i
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http://thetalmudblog.wordpress.com/2012/07/31/babylonian-talmud-yoma-18b-and-yevamot-37b-is-this-temporary-marriage-guest-post-by-zvi-septimus-and-lena-salaymeh/
http://thetalmudblog.wordpress.com/2011/09/19/thoughts-on-near-eastern-legal-culture-guest-post-by-lena-salaymeh/
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